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Friday, December 15  
 

Shabbat in Hanukkah  

6:30pm - Sanctuary  

Service with Adult & Youth Choirs performing her work  

Tov Lõhodot 

Followed by the Hanukkah Congregational Dinner  

 

Saturday, December 16  
 

Torah Study  

9:00am - Radnitz Social Hall  

Dina will discuss her opera Shulamit, based on  

Song of Songs  

 

Concert  

5:00pm - Sanctuary  

Concert with Dina Pruzhansky, Cantor Devorah Avery  

and Friends, featuring Hanukkah music,  

Dinaõs original compositions and more. 

A Special Weekend with a Special Talent  
 

Dina Pruzhansky is a Russian -born, Israeli -raised composer and 

pianist based in New York, where she serves on the faculty of 

the 92Y School of Music. She writes in a variety of genres, 

ranging from classical to liturgical to musical theatre, and is a 

member of the Tony -honored BMI Lehman Engel Musical 

Theatre Advanced Workshop.  
 

Her work includes the opera Shulamit, performed at the JCC 

Manhattan; an Erev Shabbat service commissioned by Temple 

Israel of Northern Westchester; and the òI Can Play Chopinó 

easy piano arrangements series. As a pianist and composer, Ms 

Pruzhansky has performed in North America, Europe and Israel, 

including Jazz at Lincoln Center, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie 

Hall, Merkin Hall, Bargemusic, Le Poisson Rouge and Symphony 

Space. 
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 SERVICES 

6:30pm Friday Services are 

preceded by a  

6:00pm Wine & Cheese Reception. 

FRIDAY ~  December 1 
Vayishlach ~ Genesis 32:4 - 33:20 

6:30pm - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~ December 2 
10:30am - Bat Mitzvah Service 

Brooke Rifkin 
Daughter of Jill & Edward Rifkin 

Sanctuary 
10:30am - Morning Worship 

Epstein Chapel 
5:00pm - Bat Mitzvah Service 

Hayley Polkes 
Daughter of Heidi & Jason Polkes 

Sanctuary 
 

FRIDAY ~ December 8 
Vayeshev ~ Genesis 37:1-36 

6:30pm -  Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~ December 9 
10:30am - Morning Worship 

Epstein Chapel 
5:00pm Bat Mitzvah Service 

Alexis Cano 
Daughter of Cheryl Cano 

Sanctuary 
 

FRIDAY ~ December 15 
Miketz ~ Genesis 41:1-52 

6:30pm - Hanukkah Service with 
Composer in Residence 

Sanctuary  
Followed by Congregational Dinner (see back page) 

 
SATURDAY ~ December 16 
10:30am - Morning Worship & 
Young Families Hanukkah Party 
Epstein Chapel (see page 17) 

 
FRIDAY ~ December 22 

Vayigash ~ Genesis 44:18 - 45:27 
6:30pm - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~ December 23 
10:30am - Morning Worship  

Epstein Chapel 
 

FRIDAY ~ December 29 
Vayechi ~ Genesis 47:28 - 48:22 

6:30pm - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~ December 30 
10:30am - Morning Worship  

Epstein Chapel 
 

FRIDAY ~  January 5 
Shemot ~ Exodus 1:1 - 2:25 

6:30pm - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~  January 6 
10:30am - Bat Mitzvah Service 

Madison Fishman 
Daughter of Shana & Jason Fishman 

Sanctuary 
10:30am - Morning Worship 

Epstein Chapel 
 

FRIDAY ~ January 12 
Vaôera ~ Exodus 6:2 - 7:7 
6:30pm - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~ January 13 

10:30am - Bônei Mitzvah Service 
Daniel & Samuel Bederman 

Children of Olga & Brad Bederman 
Epstein Chapel 

10:30am - Morning Worship 
Sanctuary 

5:00pm - Bat Mitzvah Service 
Gillian Hill 

Daughter of Sharon & Dwight Hill 
Sanctuary 

 
FRIDAY ~ January 19 
Bo ~ Exodus 10:1 - 11:3 
6:00pm - Munchkins Minyan 

Boardroom 
6:30pm - Teal/Pink Service 
Epstein Chapel  (see page 24) 

 
SATURDAY ~ January 20 
10:30am - Morning Worship 

Epstein Chapel 
 

FRIDAY ~ January 26 
Beshalach ~ Exodus 13:17 - 15:26 

6:30pm - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY ~ January 27 
10:30am - Morning Worship 

Epstein Chapel 
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December 2017 & January 2018 Bônei Mitzvah 

We want to honor the mitzvah work in which our 

Bônei Mitzvah students are engaged.  

Each month we include information we have received from that monthôs families. 

Hayley Polkes 
Daughter of 

Heidi & Jason Polkes 

Date: December 2 

School: Robinson Middle School 

Mitzvah Project: Hayley makes 

organic lip balm and donates 100% 

of the proceeds to local animal 

shelters. 

Hobbies: Hayley is a figure 

skater and recently joined a synchronized ice skating team. 

She also enjoys tap dance, ballet and jazz. When she has 

spare time she plays volleyball.  

Madison Fishman 
Daughter of 

Shana & Jason Fishman 

Date: January 6 

School: Shelton 

Hobbies: Madison is on the 

competitive dance team at Dance 

Industry. She also likes to create 

and design clothes.   

Gillian Rose Hill 
Daughter of 

Sharon & Dwight Hill 

Date: January 13 

School: Robinson Middle School 

Hobbies: Gillian enjoys singing in 

the school choir and spending time 

with friends and family, including 

her three great-grandparents. 

Alexis Cano 
Daughter of 

Cheryl Cano 

Date: December 9 

School: Parkhill Junior High 

Mitzvah Project: Alex spent her 

summer volunteering with her 

Taekwondo teacher at local 

daycares and the center. She 

helped young children and 

children with disabilities learn new skills and improve their 

self confidence through martial arts. 

Hobbies: martial arts, listening to music, hanging  out 

with her friends, and anything involving art. 

Let's Celebrate the B'Nei Mitzvah Classes! 

Sunday, December 3rd 

5:00 - 7:00pm 
 

Temple Shalom is inviting parents and kids in the 6th, 7th and 8th 

grade to celebrate with their B'nei Mitzvah class! Please join us for 

community camaraderie, pizza, salad, dessert, and games!  

Whether you are gearing up for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or have already celebrated this milestone, 

please come to have some fun, 

connect with clergy and get to know other temple families! 

This is event is being held at a private home. 

Please email Lauren Green at lzgreentx@gmail.com or call/text 203-219-4791 

to RSVP and receive further information. 

mailto:lzgreentx@gmail.com
mailto:Lzgreentx@gmail.com
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     I began my college career full of 

excitement and anticipation of 

memorable experiences and life 

changing learning at the hands of 

esteemed professors and others at 

the venerated Ohio State 

University.  I, along with my closest 

10,000 other freshman that year, 

had really no idea what to expect, 

and although I knew some others from my high school, I 

was excited to meet new and different people. 

The way to meeting new and different people was 

through my association with Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, 

aka ñSammy Houseò or ñSammyôsò for short.  My Uncle 

was a Sammy as were my two brothers before me, so 

fraternity life was, in some way going to be a part of my 

collegiate experience.  While the members of the chapter 

werenôt terribly different than I, they were definitely new, 

often times weird and certainly 

offered me a chance to interact 

with people I wouldnôt otherwise 

had a chance to do so.  I became 

an active member of the fraternity 

in the winter of 1987 and have 

been active ever since. 

For me the fraternity offered a 

chance to really live out, in 

practical terms, what the 

fraternityôs creed aim to achieve; 

to create men who, by their 

example, liveéòéthe highest precepts of true manhood, 

democracy and humanity.ò  To be able, as an 

undergraduate to lead your peers, to run a chapter and to 

instill in those who would follow after those same ideals 

was thrilling as it was challenging.  And challenging 

indeed it was. 

Fraternity life begins as a pledge, and pledging, for 

the most part, was a lot of learning.  We had mandatory 

study sessions for our school work and mandatory study 

sessions learning about the fraternity, the history of the 

chapter, the history of the university, meeting the 

members of the chapter and how the chapter was 

run.  We had Shabbat dinners with the Jewish sororities 

and a close relationship with the Hillel on 

campus.  Sammyôs were campus leaders, athletic 

participants and generous philanthropic donors.  I wonôt 

try and fool you that there wasnôt some unpleasantries 

during that time of pledging and beyond, but nothing that 

put us in harmôs way.  I wanted to get past pledging so I 

could get on with the business of becoming the person 

the fraternity ideally wants and to teach that to others. 

Unfortunately, this is not always the case.  Some 

collegiate fraternities have a troubling and ever present 

serious problem that persists to this day; hazing, alcohol 

and drug abuse, sexual harassment and sexual 

assault.  There is vandalism, disorderly conduct and 

even death as a result of reckless behavior.  Perhaps 

you have seen the stories on television.  It is sad, it is 

disturbing and it is idiotic that in 2017, we are still dealing 

with this issue. 

I currently serve as the National Secretary for Sigma 

Alpha Mu Fraternity, Inc., and I know first hand all of the 

stories going on in the fraternity world.  While the vast 

majority of chapters are working diligently towards the 

ideals of the fraternity, some are not and we deal with 

those members swiftly and thoroughly, as difficult as that 

may be.  While bad behavior may always find a few 

willing participants, I see something different today, to 

which a historically Jewish fraternity just might respond. 

To be sure, not all who attend 

college are there to study; some 

find all the distractions being on 

your own and away from home 

overwhelmingly enticing.  One of 

those distractions has been a 

group of men, living together 

trying to ñdo what ever they want, 

whenever they wanted.ò  Trying 

then to mold them into men of 

character based on some external 

value and standard, is obviously 

tricky at best.  What the fraternal world needs now is 

Judaism conviction for being a courageous voice for 

helping those around us; for advocating for the state of 

Israel, for standing up to bullies and those who act in 

contravention to the Jewish standard of everyone being 

created in Godôs image, to not celebrating to excess and 

most importantly, to becoming men worthy of the title 

mensch.  I know it sounds obvious and I am working to 

make it self evident.  I believe in sigma Alpha Mu as it 

has personally given me so much.  If Judaismôs call to a 

higher purpose can be welded to our creed of ñéinstilling 

and maintaining in the hearts of our sons, love for and 

loyalty to alma mater and itôs dealséò then indeed will we 

create not only men of real character and depth, but an 

example to the world worthy of Godôs blessing. 

 

Rabbi Andrew M. Paley 

apaley@templeshalomdallas.org 

 I believe in sigma Alpha Mu as it has 

personally given me so much.  If 

Judaismôs call to a higher purpose can 

be welded to our creed of ñéinstilling 

and maintaining in the hearts of our 

sons, love for and loyalty to alma mater 

and itôs dealséò then indeed will we 

create not only men of real character 

and depth, but an example to the world 

worthy of Godôs blessing. 

                                 I Was Just Thinking... 

mailto:apaley@templeshalomdallas.org
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A Note from Cantor Devorah Avery  

#MeToo 

    The phenomenon from several weeks ago where millions of people came forward to claim their 

space and experience in the conversation about sexual assault and sexual harassment was both 

powerful and unsettling. It has been on my mind because I saw so many people I know and love 

speak out about their experience, some of whom I never would have suspected had been victims of 

these heinous actions.  

    Then I realized, like so many have, that of course almost every woman we know has experienced 

this, and many men, too. The incursion upon anotherôs space and personal autonomy remains an 

epidemic in our society. This is something that goes back to the time of the Tanach, and most likely 

even further. Think about the stories of Dina, Joseph, and Batsheva. The stories about these key figures indicate that 

each of them was either pressured or forced to do something sexual against their will.  

    Itôs also been on my mind because I feel it is my duty as your cantor to be present and available to those who might be 

struggling through an experience of sexual harassment, sexual assault, and/or rape. Itôs never easy to talk about this. In 

truth, one of the things that concerns me about the Jewish community is that we donôt talk about this enough. When it 

comes to hunger, war, poverty, and natural disasters, we are good at rallying and throwing ourselves into the fight for a 

better world. When it comes to this conversation, however, Iôm afraid we are like the rest of society and too quickly brush it 

back under the rug. Itôs easier that way. Itôs less painful that way. I want you to know that I think we can break that cycle. 

My door is open to anyone who wants to open up about their experience. At some point, maybe we can even engage in 

group dialogue.    

    Itôs also been on my mind because I am a ñ#metooò. While my experience is not something I generally talk about to 

people outside my family and close friends, it is something that has strengthened me and has allowed me to be both a 

sympathetic and an empathetic ear to those who continue to struggle.  

    Iôve been wonderingéwhere do we go from here? Is there still traction to be had in this conversation? I think there is. I 

hope there is. Two immensely beautiful things came from what has been referred to as the ñMeToo Movementò. The first 

is that so many peopleôs eyes have been opened to the overwhelming number of survivors of sexual harassment and 

assault. Mixed in my Facebook feed, along with the seemingly hundreds of #metoo posts, were posts from male friends, 

family, and colleagues expressing their horror that so many women they know have experienced these atrocities. These 

same people also pledged to make a change in their interactions. To be more aware. To speak out. To advocate for us.  

    The second thing I saw and felt was a mass healing occurring. All these people who spoke out about their experience, 

and likely many who remained silent, were able to see that we are not alone and that we are strong. Whatever may have 

happened to us in the past, what might be happening to us in the present, what may happen in the future, we will survive. 

We are a part of a community of people who are committed to healing and seeing through to the other side of any trauma 

that may cross our path. I saw people who went into that day feeling like a victim, who came out of that day feeling like a 

survivor. And it was amazing.  

    As we move forward and continue to ponder the reality of this systemic problem, can we look to Torah for answers? I 

believe we can. I follow rabbis Hillel and Akiva in thinking that all Torah leads to the words, ñVôahavta lôreiacha kamochaò 

ð ñLove thy neighbor as you love yourselfò. To me, there is no higher teaching, no broader aim, no greater summit to our 

philosophy.  

    If you witness someone being harassed, or worse, assaulted, do not remain silent. If you feel safe intervening, do it. If 

you donôt, find someone who can intervene. If you hear that someone in your circle has been violated, believe them. Let 

them know you are there for them and will be with them in finding the help they need. If you worry that you may be saying 

or doing things that could be perceived as harassment or assault, be fiercely honest with yourself and see if there is 

something you need to do to change your words or behaviors. These are loving steps to take. This is how we take care of 

ourselves and our fellows. This is how we smash the wheel of abuse. If we navigate all our actions and our words with 

ñlove thy neighbor as you love yourselfò in mind, we will indeed be authors in writing ourselves into a life of respect and 

honor to all the beautiful people in our world. 

    If you are struggling right now as the result of sexual assault or rape, know that you are not alone. If you need 

immediate assistance, contact RAINN, the National Sexual Assault Hotline 24/7: Call 1-800-656-4673 or go to their 

website: https://www.rainn.org/ 

   In Peace and Song, 

   Cantor Devorah Avery 

   davery@templeshalomdallas.org  

https://www.rainn.org/
mailto:davery@templeshalomdallas.org
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     Rabbi Marcia Prager says, ñThe Nava Tehila Jerusalem Ensemble brings new dedication, vitality and 

creativity from the treasury and heart of Jerusalem's Jewish Renewal community led by Rabbi Ruth Gan 

Kagan. Their groundbreaking work towards pluralism in Israel happens with music, song and the ecstatic 

celebration of prayer, Psalms and Song of Songs. Nava Tehila encourages inspiration, elation, praise and 

deep inner reflection, while holding a place of global awareness for the importance of prayer and Divine 

connection everywhere.ò 

     We are so blessed to have them perform for us while they are on tour in the United States. One of the ways 

they do outreach with their music is through social media. Look them up on Facebook and Google them. They 

have at least a hundred or more videos of their music on YouTube. Here is a little bit more about the members 

of Nava Tehila: 

Daphna Rosenberg ï Vocals and Guitar 

Daphna Rosenberg is a singer, guitarist and a main prayer leader in the Nava Tehila Jewish 

Renewal community in Jerusalem. Daphna composes new music to traditional prayers and poetry. She has 

specialized in musically leading Circle of Life ceremonies ï such as births, Bar/Bat mitzvahs and weddings and 

is active in the area of spiritual care for the ill and creating heart-to-heart connections between people from 

different cultures and traditions.  

Yoel Sykes ï Vocals and Guitar  

Yoel Sykes studied music at the Center for Eastern Music in Jerusalem and flamenco guitar in the Fundacion 

de Christina Heeren school of Flamenco Arts in Seville, Spain. He is a main prayer leader in the Nava Tehila 

Jewish Renewal community in Jerusalem. He has composed many new melodies to traditional prayers, 

influenced by a variety of musical cultures. He is a master of improvisation and an extraordinary vocal soloist, 

as well as a talented leader of spiritual prayer circles. 

Jeremy Marais ï Saxophone 

Jeremy Marais grew up in the French Alps, he started to study saxophone at age 10. He has travelled and 

lived in many places around the world and joined bands wherever he was (Israel, Spain, Portugal, England, 

Senegal, Mali, India, Colombia...). He is now living with his Israeli wife, Sarah, in Berkley California, where he 

keeps practicing, composing and performing. Jeremy played saxophone in Nava Tehila's first album, ñDancing 

in the Glory.ò 
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