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 SERVICES  

FRIDAY 
December 4 

Vayeshev / Genesis 38:1-30 
6:30 PM - 6th & 7th Grade Service  

Epstein Chapel 
 

SATURDAY 
December  5 

10:30 AM Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
FRIDAY 

December 11 
Miketz / Genesis 41:53 - 43:15 

6:30 PM - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
6:30 PM -  Blue Jean Shabbat  

3rd-12th Graders 
Boardroom 

 
SATURDAY 
December 12 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
5:00 PM - Bat Mitzvah  

Megan Shea 
 daughter of Regina & Tony Shea 

Epstein Chapel 
 

FRIDAY 
December 18 

Vayigash / Genesis 45:28 - 46:27 
6:00 PM - Service 
Munchkins Minyan 

Rabiner Childrenôs Library 
 

6:30 PM - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY 
December 19 

10:30 AM - Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
5:00 PM - Bat Mitzvah 

Eva Gold  
Daughter of Mandy & Stephen Gold 

Epstein Chapel 

FRIDAY 
December 25 

Vayechi / Genesis 49:1-26 
(Building Closed until 4:00pm) 

6:30 PM - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY 
December 26 

10:30 AM - Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
FRIDAY 
January 1 

(Building Closed until 4:00pm) 

Shemot / Exodus 3:1 - 4:17 
6:30 PM  - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY 
January 2 

10:30 AM  -  Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
FRIDAY 
January  8 

Vaôera / Exodus 7:8 - 8:15 
6:30 PM  - Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
6:30 PM - Blue Jean Shabbat 

3rd-12th Graders 
Boardroom 

 
SATURDAY 
January  9 

10:30 AM  -  Bat Mitzvah 
Sydney Taper 

Daughter of Rose & Alan Taper 
Sanctuary 

 
10:30 AM  -  Morning Worship 

Epstein Chapel  
 

FRIDAY 
January 15 

Bo / Exodus 11:4  -  12:28 
6:30 PM  -  Service 
Epstein Chapel  

 
 

SATURDAY 
January 16 

10:30 AM  -  Bar Mitzvah 
Colin Landsberg 

Son of Linda & Jeff Landsberg 
Epstein Chapel 

 
10:30 AM - Morning Worship 

Sanctuary 
 

5:00 PM  - Bar Mitzvah 
Seth Cano 

Son of Cheryl Cano 
Sanctuary 

 
FRIDAY 
January 22 

Beshalach / Exodus 14:15 - 16:10 
6:30 PM  -  Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY 
January 23 

10:30 AM - Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
FRIDAY  
January  29 

Yitro / Exodus  18:1 - 20:23 
6:00 PM - Munchkins Minyan 
Rabiner Childrenôs Library 

 
6:30 PM   -  Service 
Epstein Chapel 

 
SATURDAY 
January 30 

10:30 AM  -  Morning Worship 
Epstein Chapel 

 
 

6:30pm Friday Services are preceded 

by a 6:00pm Wine & Cheese 

Reception  
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 December 2015 / January 2016 Bônei Mitzvah 

Sydney Taper 

Daughter of Rose & Alan Taper 

Date: January 9 

School:  Renner Middle School 

Mitzvah Project:  Volunteered at a 

local food pantry distributing food and 

serving lunches at a Summer Lunch 

program for disadvantaged children; 

helped set up Rainbow Days Back-to-

School Event for homeless children & 

their parents to play games, receive new backpacks, school supplies & 

uniforms; at Boys and Girls Club of Collin County distributing new 

sneakers to students for the school year; at a Special Olympics 

gymnastics meet; and donated her 11-inch long ponytail to Pantene 

Beautiful Lengths, a charity that makes & donates wigs to cancer 

patients. 

Hobbies: Reading, writing, photography, musical theater, Girl Scouts.  

Megan Maria Shea 
Daughter of Regina & Tony Shea 

Date: December 12 

School:  Parkhill Junior High 

Mitzvah Project: Assisted with care for 

the elderly and helping with cat 

adoptions. 

Hobbies: Tennis and band (percussion). 

Eva Corinne Gold 

Daughter of Mandy & Stephen 

Gold 

Date: December 19 

School:  Parkhill Junior Hiigh 

Mitzvah Project: Coordinated a coat 

drive for the charity, One Warm Coat. 

Their mission is to provide anyone in 

need with a warm coat, free of charge.   

Hobbies: Volleyball, lacrosse, 

watching the Carolina Panthers with 

her family, and hanging out with friends. 

Worship Committee 

Would you like to provide input about worship at 
Temple Shalom? We want to hear from you!   

We meet each month on  
the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00pm. 

We are working on special commemorative 
services for the 50

th
 Anniversary.  

If you  have any ideas, please email  
Ken Parker, Worship Council Chair, 
worship@templeshalomdallas.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In our ongoing efforts to be environmentally and fiscally 
responsible, we have implemented the electronic 

delivery of billing statements.  
 

The statements are sent via email around the first of 
every month with a PDF file attached.   

 
If you do not have an email address, the statements will 

continue to be mailed in hard copy.   
 

Thank you for your membership, and for your support of 
this initiative.   

Colin Landsberg 

Son of Linda & Jeff Landsberg 

Date: January 16 

School: Highland Park Middle School 

Mitzvah Project: Collected items for 

Captain Hopeôs Kids and helped in the 

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry. 

Seth Alexander Cano 

Son of Cheryl Cano 

Date: January 16 

School: Parkhill Junior High 

Mitzvah Project: Tutored younger 

students in Hebrew during Religious 

School and Hebrew School.  

Hobbies: Time spent with family and 

friends, yearbook committee, AVID, 

computer coding, working on graphics 

programs. 

mailto:worship@templeshalomdallas.org
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      As many of you know by now, the 
Fall doesnôt just usher in the High 
Holidays, Sukkot and Simchat Torah, 
a month of celebrating and praising, of 
community gathering and fellowship, it 
brings about an energy within our 
tradition of what is hopeful and 
possible for our selves, our families, 
our communities, and our world. I 
donôt know about you, but the themes 
of our Fall holidays remind us of the 
prophetic opportunities for 

experiencing the very best in humanity which can be shared and 
celebrated every single day. Itôs as if, for a brief time, the world 
of winners vs. losers gives way to the true ideal of fellowship 
among us all.  

 
However, I find myself at odds with this reasonable, 

thoughtful, Godly mindset every week for 13 straight weeks as 
football Saturday arrives and my beloved Ohio State Buckeyes 
take the field against their opponents. Each week I pray for the 
demise of the other team. Each week I offer my armchair 
critique for the coaching staff to be able to better annihilate our 
rivals (especially Michigan!). In this environment, there are 
losers and only one winner with the 
hope for the Buckeyes to be called 
national champions for the ninth 
time. 

 
And then the season is over. 

The significance of the zero-sum 
game dissipates. It doesnôt really 
matter who won or lost, except in 
the replays and bragging rights, but 
who really cares about that? After 
all, itôs just a game. And then we go 
back (hopefully) to our regularly 
scheduled mindset of realizing that 
zero-sum games are good for 
football and really bad for life. 

 
As in the definition: zero-sum game is a mathematical 

representation of a situation in which each participantôs gain (or 
loss) of utility is exactly balanced by the losses (or gains) of the 
utility of the other participant(s). In other words, for every winner, 
there must be a loser. In game theory models, whether zero- 
sum game is applied to economics, foreign policy, or social 
psychology, the end results are the same: one group or side has 
to be victorious at the expense of the other. It cannot work any 
other way. 

 
I cannot help but feel that the theory that works so well on 

the football field is being applied to every other situation in our 
world today. There always seems to be a versus: immigration 
and refugee issues versus national security; Israel versus nearly 
everyone; race relations versus the police; Republicans versus 
Democrats; fear versus fellowship. This ongoing sense of winner 
versus loser, by definition, divides and conquers. There can be 
no middle ground. The strategies now being deployed to 
convince the spectators of the rightness of one side or the other 
is as extreme as I can ever remember and seems like itôs more 
extreme every day. When presidential candidates call for 
religious identity cards for Muslims, when countries decry the 
atrocities of the Paris shooters but do not apply the same 
outrage to Israel, when we hail the history of hard-working 

immigrants to our country, but cannot apply the same welcome 
to immigrants in our day, when heterosexuals who cherish the 
right to marry their loved one but do not champion the same 
cause for non-heterosexuals, (and I could go on for some time), 
then something is very wrong. So, allow me to stand on my 
soapbox and say, ñSTOP!!!ò 

 
There is a solution. We do not have to play the zero-sum 

game. We can play the non-zero-sum game. This is a real thing. 
This is the countering value system. This is the theory that says: 
an optimal solution can always be found. Non-zero-sum games 
differ from zero-sum games in that there is no universally 
accepted solution. That is, there is no single optimal strategy 
that is preferable to all others, nor is there a predictable 
outcome. Nevertheless, this theory postulates that, when two 
opposing forces meet, there can be a third (or fourthé) 
possibility and outcome; that creativity and possibility for 
compromise and solutions for everyone are out there. As Rabbi 
Jacob Neusner wrote, ñThe Rabbis, unlike us, were able to 
conceive of practical and critical thinking as holy. They were 
able to see as religiously significant, indeed as holy, what the 
modern intellectual perceives as the very instrument of 
secularity; the capacity to think critically and to reason.ò Jewish 
tradition never held to the ideal of zero-sum game. Even when 

Hillel and Shammai are debating it, 
it wasnôt that one had to win and the 
other had to lose. Rather, they were 
trying to find some way of 
accommodating both the strictness 
of the Halacha and the meschlicht 
manner by which we need to live 
our lives. Because, after all, as we 
read in the Talmud, ñThese AND 
these are the living words of God.ò 
 
    We need, now more than ever, 
creative solutions to our pressing 
problems, not more clever debasing 
soundbites that take us further and 
further from our essential humanity. 

We do not need more winners and more losers ð we need 
more kindness, more thoughtfulness, more hopefulness, more 
courage, and more fellowship. I, for one, will not engage with 
politics of fear, with winners versus losers. It is not helpful. It is 
not working to solve problems. It is not Jewish and it is not right.  

 
I am reminded and inspired by Yehuda Amichaiôs wonderful 

poem, ñThe Place Where We Are Right.ò 
 
From the place where we are right       But doubts and loves  
Flower will never grow        Dig up the world 

In the spring.                                         Like a mole, a plow.  
                                                And a whisper will be  
     heard in the place 
The place where we are right               Where the ruined 
Is hard and trampled                             House once stood. 
Like a yard. 
 
 

May this be the case now more than ever. 

 
   Rabbi Andrew M. Paley 

       apaley@templeshalomdallas.org 

We need, now more than ever, creative 

solutions to our pressing problems, not more 

clever debasing soundbytes that take us 

further from our essential humanity. We do 

not need more winners and more losers; we 

need more kindness, more thoughtfulness, 

more hopefulness, more courage and more 

fellowship. I, for one, will not engage with 

politics of fear, with winners vs. losers. It is 

not helpful. It is not working to solve 

problems. It is not Jewish and it is not right. 

                                 I Was Just Thinking... 

mailto:apaley@templeshalomdallas.org
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A Note from Cantor Devorah Avery  

      

       Is Personal Prayer Jewish? 

 

 When I was much younger 

and growing up in Tulsa, OK, I 

thought that personal prayer was 

reserved for Christians. In high 

school, a close friend asked me if 

Jews believe in personal prayer. I 

answered, "Wellé we pray from our 

prayerbook, but Iôm not sure about 

personal prayer." My Catholic friend was surprised by my 

answer and from that moment on I began investigating Jewish 

forms of prayer. My discovery: personal prayer has a 

significant place in Judaism.  

 

 Rebbe Nachman of Breslov, the grandson of the Baal 

Shem Tov ï founder of Chassidic Judaism, said that personal 

prayer before God is greater than anything else. He said that 

a person should set aside at least an hour or more every day 

to seclude herself from others and speak to God in her own 

language. He also believed that prayer should be done in 

nature. I like to imagine him, the great Rebbe Nachman of 

Breslov, walking in the grass or standing in front of a tree and 

praying to God.  

 

 Even my family had our own personal prayer time, 

though I didnôt initially connect it to my friendôs question. We 

practiced the Shabbat evening ritual of lighting the Shabbat 

candles. We would recite the candle blessing together. 

Following that, each of us would have our own private 

moment of silent personal prayer. In my silent prayer, I would 

always thank God for my family and the blessings in my life, 

and I would pray for the health and happiness of my loved 

ones.  

 Rebbe Nachman wasn't referring to a prayerbook 

when he said that we should each speak to God in our own 

language. He meant quite the opposite. He meant that we 

should each pray to God in our own personal way. We all find 

ourselves praying to God at some point in our lives, whether 

it's our regular daily practice, praying our own thoughts during 

those silent moments at services, or an exclamation during a 

terrifying moment. Personal prayer means we pray the inner 

yearnings, thoughts, and feelings that are unique to our set of 

hopes, dreams, and needs ð a true prayer from the heart.  

 

 The prayerbook can be challenging. I love the Gates 

of Prayer and the Mishkan Tôfilah. I love the prayers and the 

poetry and the rhythm of the words. We pray the same set of 

prayers written by our ancestors ages ago and I find it 

meaningful to connect to these ancient Hebrew words. 

Sometimes we might connect to these prayers powerfully and 

deeply. The music and teachings help with that. But 

sometimes, they can feel like words on a page. It's okay to 

take time during services to privately say our own prayers. 

And often, when we do that, it in turn helps us be more 

connected to the prayers of the prayerbook.  

  

 

 

 Real deep personal prayer to God is liberating. 

Instead of only taking in the prayers of our ancestors, we 

need the opportunity to express ourselves through prayer. We 

can pray to have the right words in a difficult situation. We can 

pray for help making the right decisions for ourselves or 

others. We can pray for clarity so we can see which path we 

should choose. Prayers of gratitude are a beautiful way of 

lifting ourselves out of a downward spiral. Remembering to be 

grateful for all we have can get us in touch with the good 

when all we feel is bad. We can pray for an open mind or for 

an open heart. We can pray for guidance and comfort. There 

really are no set rules. The goal is to tap into the core of our 

being and open it to God.  

 

 Does God answer our prayers? I donôt have any solid 

answers, but I believe one way our prayers to God are 

answered is through our connection to the spark of God inside 

each of us. I call it our ñhighest self.ò Our highest self is the 

part of each of us that knows the best course of action, the 

part of ourselves that knows which choices and words are the 

right ones. It can help us clear away the noise of daily life and 

find the quiet peace inside of ourselves. By praying, we create 

a connection to our highest self and to God.   

 

 Outside of our worship services at the temple, my 

prayer practice these days is most often in the form of 

meditation with prayers of gratitude at the end. This quiet 

practice gives me clarity and a sense of peace. Just doing this 

can help me open up to the people around me. It helps me 

approach my life and the people in my life with my highest 

self. 

 

 My prayer for this community is for each of us to find 

a way to express the prayers of our hearts. Life, with all its 

bountiful beauty, can also be a struggle. We are living through 

some very traumatic times in our world. If each of us takes the 

time to pray for peace ï for ourselves and for others ï I 

believe it can make a difference. I pray that each of you finds 

the peace you need, so we can approach each other with 

openness and love.  

 

 

In Peace and Song, 

Cantor Devorah Avery 

davery@templeshalomdallas.org 

 

 



 December 2015/January 2016                                  www.templeshalomdallas.org                                                                         Page 6 

 

 

         L 
    Why the letter L? ñLò is the Roman numeral for fifty. For the life of me, I cannot explain why we 
continue to use Roman numerals, when no Romans walk the planet. Nonetheless, did you know that 
the next Super Bowl (50) will be the first Super Bowl since the inaugural game not to be followed by a 
Roman numeral?  

    Turning fifty is a big deal. When most people turn fifty they recognize that, as golfers might say, they 
are on their ñback nine.ò But oneôs first fifty years are not necessarily oneôs best fifty years. As an infant, 
my grandmother, along with her two elementary-age sisters, was left in Russia with their grandmother, 
while their mother left for America (their father had died). Before their mother could save up enough 

money to send for them, the Russian Revolution broke out, their grandmother died, and they were left as orphans, having 
been taken in by an orphanage. Long story short, they were eventually found and came to America, where my grandmother 
went to school, dropped out before high school, married, had children, and ran a family deli. When my grandfather died in 
his sixties, my grandmother took over the business, and then decided she wanted to go back to school. I had the unenviable 
opportunity of attending college at the same time as my grandmother (and was often asked why she received better 
grades). She graduated at age sixty-five. When asked what she was going to do next, she said she wanted to earn her 
masterôs degree. She eventually earned her doctorate degree in art therapy from the University of Tennessee at age ninety, 
and was featured in several books and on Good Morning America (and for her accomplishment at age ninety was placed in 
the Guinness Book of World Records, but has since had her record eclipsed). I tell you her story because sometimes the 
second fifty years is when you find your greatest accomplishments.  

    Temple Shalom has accomplished much in its first fifty years. We are the first Reform congregation in Dallas to employ a 
cantor. We are the first to make the values statement that a religious education is a basic entitlement of all our members 
and simply a part of the benefits of membership. Our congregants were the leaders that helped found Greene Family Camp. 
Members of Temple Shalom should feel nachas in all that we have accomplished, often leading the way in the Reform 
Movement. To mark our first fifty years, we have an amazing number of celebratory events that some congregations have 
never dreamed of achieving. We are scribing a Torah. We held a free concert featuring the hottest singers in the Reform 
Movement: Neshama Carlebach & Josh Nelson. We will be celebrating our fiftieth anniversary with a Golden Gala on 
January 9, 2016. We will be opening our time capsule and burying a new one on May 1. We will also have a celebration 
when our completed Torah arrives. 

    But our best years still lay ahead. We have built a strong foundation -- with active congregants, a vibrant Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood, active young families, and the opportunity with our clergy team to sing our way to new heights. Our educational 
programming continues to expand, and rumor has it the next adult trip may be to Mars. Silly, eh? I dare say donôt presume 
anything is impossible for our congregation because, if it can be done, you can be guaranteed we would be the first in 
Dallas to do it. Be proud. We are just getting started. 

Bôshalom, 
Dennis Eichelbaum 
Temple Shalom President 
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Temple Shalom presents Torah to Beit Or 

 

  Fifty years ago, in December 1965, Temple Shalom became the first Reform Synagogue in North Dallas. In honor of this milestone, 
Generations of Temple families are coming together to write their own Torah. In addition, they will donate a Torah to a congregation 
in need.  

 

  ñOur Congregation was blessed to have been given a Torah at our start from Shearith Israel, and we are so pleased to be able to 
reciprocate by passing a Torah forward on our Fiftieth Anniversary to Beit Or/Brisbane Progressive Jewish Congregation. We hope 
to begin a long friendship with our new extended family in Brisbane, and we look forward to sharing together many simchot,ò ex-
plained Temple Shalom President Dennis Eichelbaum.  

 

  One year ago, the Torah Gift Committee was created to find the perfect recipient of this precious gift. Cantor Emeritus Don Croll 
and Jacque Comroe co-chaired the committee. Religious School students who registered for  the ñWhere In The Worldò   class 
taught by Jeff Kort undertook the task of researching Reform synagogues around the world that might meet all the  required criteria. 
Two young girls, Victoria Ardelean and Claire Greenman, discovered The Brisbane Progressive Jewish Congregation in Brisbane, 
Australia. (When they were informed that they were the recipient of our scroll they changed their name to Congregation Beit Or: 
ñHouse of Light.ò) After months of e-mailing, skyping and much research, everyone on the committee was sure that they had found 
the perfect fit. 

 

  ñThis was truly a labor of love and our committee knew that the task was sacred. When we reviewed all the criteria that we had set:
(a young congregation with a budding religious school, (that had no Torah) we knew we had found our ñbôsheirt."  ñThe committee 
which consisted of Paddy Epstein,  Beth Lasher, Brenda Nibert, and Monica Sandler (with guidance from Dennis Eichelbaum and 
Jeff Kort) had the joy of creating a ñBig Dò experience our guests would never forget. Jacque and I are stilling rubbing our eyes in 
disbelief that our dreams and Beit Orôs dreams really did come true!ò  exclaimed Cantor  Emeritus Don Croll.   

 

  Finally, on November 1, the dream became a reality. Temple Shalom congregants joined together to meet their new Australi-
an sister congregants Cantor David Bentley and Co-founder Sally Castle. ñWe were so blessed to have Sally and Cantor David 
Bentley come to Dallas to cement relationships between our congregations.  From first "hugs" (though, it was our first live meeting, 
we felt we were already beyond handshakes), we felt both the common bond of Judaism, but, the special friendships based specifi-
cally on "Our Torah".  We thought we were providing them with a gift, but, it has truly been a gift to receive their attention, interest, 
and joy for developing a worldwide ongoing relationship.  Discussions are already underway to visit our new friends in Brisbane next 
Spring! ò exclaimed  Temple Shalom 50thAnniversary Co-Chair Jeff Kort.  

 

  The evening began with a lovely dessert reception followed by a Q & A session where Cantor Bentley and Sally Castle educated 
the Dallasites about Australia and the Brisbane Congregation. This small Congregation made up of only 90 congregants has had to 
drive 60 miles to borrow a Torah for High Holy Days or Ceremonial events. "Finally having our own Torah scroll will enhance our 
connection to the rest of the Jewish world, to the beliefs, values and traditions that it embodies, and especially our connection to our 
new friends and extended family in Dallas. We are excited that we will first read from the Dallas scroll on December 19th.  The par-
shah starts with Joseph's reconciliation with his brothers - a reminder that all Jews are family. " said Bentley.  

 

  Finally, it was time for the event for which everyone had been waiting. Rabbi Andrew Paley and Cantor Devorah Avery led the con-
gregants in prayers and song as the Torah was passed from Committee members to Cantor Bentley and Sally Castle- signifying itôs 
new home.  Rabbi Paleyôs final  emotional blessing brought tears to many and joy to all: "This Torah, which has always been a treas-
ure to the Jewish people, and this Torah, specifically which has been a treasure to Temple Shalom, is entrusted to you.  In your 
strong embrace, held against your hearts, we know it will be safeguarded and treasured in its new home.  We pray that you will go 
forth into the future with blessing and strength surrounded by this special gift. As you stand here today in joy and happiness, it is our 
hope that you will be surrounded by God's many gifts and blessings - of prosperity and happiness, courage and strength, from your 
new home in Dallas and at Temple Shalom, from this day and forever.  Amen." 


